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Top Ten Findings and
Recommended Next Steps
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How We Live




Navigating Sustainability in a Time of Great Change | A Blueprint for Regional Resiliency

How We Work
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How We Create Community

Parts of the
Whole

Keeping it real

Findings from Our Experiences

Over the Last Five Months

There are limits to technalogy in
terms of keeping an active and
cohesive community. Technology
does not alleviate isclation.

Recommended Next Steps*

*These are not exclusive. There are many other options and

organizations already working to respond to many of these issues.

Consider how we maintain community when sacial distancing is required.
Spansor a series of virtual conferences with regional and neighborhood

groups to explore how we maintain community during this period and how
we can safely use aur comman places like libraries and community centers.

Create a truly common and shared "space" through a series of internet
community campfires where everyone is encouraged to tell their stories.
Develop safe common spaces, digital campfires, for those without
immediate access to come and listen and tell their stories. Identify
authentic community members and organizations to house these events
and provide the needed training and technical support.

Improve internet access — treat internet as an essential service.

Where Does this
Happen

Community and Local Levels

Suggested Information to Gather

Identify communities underserved by
the internet.

Identify gaps in provision of internet
hotspots
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How We Build
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Where are the Jobs
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How We Get Around
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How We Ensure Pacific Northwest's Place in the World
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A Blueprint for Regional Resiliency.

Each of the Top Ten findings and recommendations, along with the 33 companion findings and
recommendations, merit real consideration and action in their own right. Moreover they sum to a
whole far greater than each of their worth. They will significant advance our resilience along three
critical pillars of a truly sustainable region.

« Environment: The findings and recommendations direct us towards a decarbonized region. Our
buildings and transportation networks need to reduce their carbon dependency drastically.

« Community: We must redouble our focus on building our communities sustainably, affordably and
for all people and their families. Business, commerce and a vibrant economy will naturally follow.
Builders, developers, planners and financial institutions should engage as if they were building for
their parents and children, as indeed they are for many of us. The COVID-19 crisis and social
distancing call on us to find new ways to create the neighborhood commons where all voices are
welcome. If we achieve these objectives for our communities and businesses, then commerce and a
vibrant economy will naturally follow.

« Economy: Our region will be that much more resilient as it becomes more inclusive with true and
real opportunities extended to all our residents. The economy needs to serve all our people,
especially including frontline and essential workers.

» There is a fourth, objective that is both derivative and at the same time fundamental to achieving
those above. To reach for the above objectives, we need all voices heard, valued and welcomed to
make sure our steps forwards are the best and wisest possible and to undo the systemic racism that
underlies many of our public and private systems. In these times, Broadband is a fundamental
building block to meaningful participation, engagement and enfranchisement in each of the above
objectives. It should be looked on as if it was a public utility.

These are not minor objectives, easy to achieve. They will take long-term concerted action. Among the
top ten findings and recommendations, the journey can start with this first, critical step:

Draft and adopt a Washington Sustainable New Deal with guaranteed employment to create
new opportunities where needed for sustainability, community and equity. The program
needs to be comprehensive with special focus on including BIPOC communities and women.
Look to successful programs not just from the USA but also in other countries as well.



A Call to Action

There is much that is striking about these top ten
recommendations.

Not the least is that they demand an ALL IN commitment and
call on all of us — individuals, elected and civic leadership,
government agencies and nongovernmental organizations, and
also businesses, financial institutions and educational
institutions — to act with urgency now.

These findings reflect the fact that this is not a normal time.
Indeed, it is an ALL IN time.





